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Dog River Matawin Forest  

Fort William First Nation 
Background Information Report 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

The following Fort William First Nation (FWFN) Background Information Report is 

intended to provide a summary of the FWFN community’s past and current resource use 

from the Forest.  The report is intended to provide the Ministry of Natural Resources and 

Forests (MNRF), with an overview of the FWFN, and its connection to the Dog-River 

Matawin Forest, and the interests and any concerns of the community over forest 

management and forestry activities.  Fort William First Nation authorizes the inclusion of 

this report with the Dog-River Matawan Forest Management Plan. 

 

FWFN Organization & Contact Information 

 

The community is represented by an elected Council consisting of the following persons: 

 

Chief:  Peter Collins 

 

Counsellors: Leo Bannon Sr., Leo Bannon Jr., Dwight Boucher, Valerie Chapman, Jennelle 

 Charlie, Anthony Collins, Michele Solomon, Sherry Pelletier, Phil Pelletier, 

Kyle Maclaurin 

  

Band Office: 90 Anemki Drive – Suite 200 

 Thunder Bay, Ontario P7J 1L3   

(807) 623-9543 

 

Planning Team Member: Elizabeth Esquega, Consultation Liaison Officer 

 

BACKGROUND  

In 2017 MNRF and FWFN entered into a new Service Agreement to update the Dog River -

Matawan and Lakehead Forest background information reports.   The purpose of the project 

was to support FWFN to undertake a cultural value mapping project to assist in the 

identification of community values that could be affected by forestry activities.  Thus, the 

focus and major update of this background information report is on the collection and 

mapping activities.  It had been many years since FWFN updated its cultural values for forest 

management planning and through workshops the mapping process was introduced and a 

substantial amount of information collected which focused on the reserve lands and Dog 

River Matawan Forest.  Limited information was collected in the Lakehead as time and 

resources would not allow, FWFN is seeking new funding from a variety of sources to 

complete a land use and occupancy study which is a Traditional Land Use Area focus and not 

an FMP boundary focus.    
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EARLY PEOPLE OF KITCHIGAMI (LAKE SUPERIOR)  

For thousands of years, past generations lived at the western end of Lake Superior, the 

strategic centre of the continent. It was the doorway to the west; the famous “Great Carrying 

Place” or Gichionigaming on the Pigeon River. It also provided easy access to the watershed 

between the Great Lakes and the Arctic “The Height of Land”. The Ojibway people 

inhabiting Kitchigami were part of a large cultural group known as the Anishnabek, meaning 

“first or original people”.  

 

The Anishnabek had their own forms of governance, healthcare, spirituality, resource use, 

social structures, and education. Ojibway originates from “o-jib-i-weg”, the people who 

make pictographs. Other than the extensive oral tradition, the use of written symbols in 

pictographs and birch bark scrolls were the way the Midewiwin, or Grand Medicine Society 

passed on knowledge between generations. The Ojibwa worldview focused on the spiritual 

and fundamental life force, The Great Spirit who was everywhere and inhabited the natural 

world with numerous spirits both good and evil.  

 

The people were the guardians of the natural world. The Shamans of the Midewiwin Society 

were the intermediaries between the natural world and the spirit world and functioned as 

healers, prophets, diviners and custodians at ceremonies. 

 

Indigenous people had independent and politically autonomous bands that shared culture, 

common traditions and often intermarried. Each band was led by a Chief and organized in 

“dodems”, totemic family clans signified by real or mythological animals. An individual’s 

dodem identified where they belonged, whom they could marry and what hunting grounds 

they could use. Alliances between dodems were necessary for survival and often extended 

over wide-ranging territories. 

 

Life was closely tied to seasonal activities.  The traditional Ojibwe calendar year follows a 

13-moon lunar cycle. The names of each moon are influenced by nature, human activities 

and cultural practices. 

 

The Ojibwa subsisted by living off the land by hunting, fishing and gathering. Dodems would 

disperse in hunting groups for the winter, reforming as a band in late-spring or early- summer 

for fishing; preparation and storage of food; the construction of shelter and clothing; trading, 

marriage; cementing alliances and ceremonies. Nee-bing, the present-day Fort William 

Reserve, was the location of the summer gatherings. 
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FORT WILLIAM FIRST NATION COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location Map of Fort William First Nation  
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Community Background  

The Anishinaabe Nation are the Indigenous people who’ve lived in and around Northwestern 

Ontario for thousands of years. An immense legacy of traditional knowledge, cultural beliefs, 

values, practices and language has been conveyed by Elders and is constantly changing and 

adapting for the benefit of future generations. 

Beginning in 1804, the Western Lake Superior Chippewa are known as the Fort William 

Indians and led by the powerful Chief Joseph Peau de Chat, who was one of the best hunters 

in the district. 

The people lived on the western shore of Lake Superior, on the islands and in the interior 

around Dog Lake. The winter hunting and trapping grounds extended to west to Lake 

Nipigon, north to what is now Wabakimi Park, and south along the border to Lac des Milles 

Lacs.  

The “Grand Fishery” grounds extended 

from the Pigeon River including Isle 

Royale and Pie Island, Sturgeon Bay, 

Thunder Bay, Ignace Island up to Nipigon 

Bay. Other Ojibway including the Lake 

Nipigon Ojibway and those near Lake of 

the Woods and Lac Seul also used these 

lands and waters. 

Today, this area is where three treaty 

boundaries and the height of land 

converge: the Robinson Superior Treaty 

of 1850, Treaty No. 3 of 1873 (Lake of 

the Woods) and Treaty No. 9 of 1905 

(James Bay Treaty).  

As one of the original signatories to the 

Robinson-Superior Treaty of 1850, Fort 

William First Nation’s land extends the 

north shore of Lake Superior to the height 

of land separating the Great Lakes 

watershed from the Arctic watershed.  
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On September 7, 1850 Fort William First Nation is a signatory to the Robinson-Superior 

Treaty (No. 60). Ojibway Chiefs from the north shore of Lake Superior from Pigeon River to 

Batchawana Bay meet with the Crown at a Treaty Council in Sault Ste. Marie. A delegation 

of 15 Fort William Ojibway led by Chiefs Peau de Chat and Illinois attend. William 

Robinson, the Treaty Commissioner and Lord Elgin, the Governor of the Province of Canada 

represent the Crown. 

By the terms of the Treaty, the Ojibway give a land cession to Her Majesty of all their 

territory on Lake Superior to the height of land with the exception of the lands they chose as 

reserves. 

The Ojibway were assured that they would have continued use and rights to all the lands 

described the “same privilege as ever of hunting & fishing over the whole territory.” In return 

the Ojibway received an annuity in perpetuity for every man woman and child in the tribe, 

and a reserve at a place of their choosing. The dimensions described in the Treaty are written 

down in miles, whereas the Ojibway understood the dimensions to be in leagues. 

For the Ojibway, the binding character of treaties wasn’t primarily in the legalistic language; 

the true intent was in what was actually said during the deliberations with the accompaniment 

of ceremony and exchange of symbolically significant gifts.   

Under provisions of the Robinson-Superior Treaty, the Fort William Reserve was created in 

1853.  Today, over 2,300 members live on or off reserve with governance by an elected 

Chief and Council. Fort William First Nation. 

 

Registered Population as of October, 2016 

 

Residency # of People 

Registered Males On Own Reserve 494 

Registered Females On Own Reserve 479 

Registered Males Off Reserve 640 

Registered Females Off Reserve 706 

Total Registered Population 2,344 
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The Fort William First Nation (FWFN) is a signatory to the Robinson Superior Treaty signed 

in 1850. The original reserve was established along the Kaministiquia River and was 

relocated to its present site in 1908. The Reserve is situated in the Ontario Western District of 

Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada and in the Thunder Bay District of the Province of 

Ontario. It is surrounded on all sides by private land. 

The Reserve is located on the northwest shoreline of Lake Superior at 48˚ 18’ N and 89˚ 16’ 

W adjacent to and just south of the City of Thunder Bay. Surrounding water bodies include 

the Kaministiquia and Mission Rivers to the north and Mission, Brule and Squaw Bays on 

Lake Superior. Loch Lomond, which until recently served as the source of water for the 

southern portion of the City of Thunder Bay, is intersected by the Reserve’s southern 

boundary. Highway 61 runs in an east-west direction to the northwest of the Reserve. The 

total land area of the Reserve is 58.17 square kilometres (2001). 

The Reserve is situated within the Precambrian Shield area of Canada, specifically, in the 

Port Arthur Hills division of the James physiographic region. The Reserve has two distinct 

types of terrain. The northeast section is a low, flat plain which is part of the Kaministiquia 

River delta. Known as the Mission Flats, it includes several swamps and two moraines. The 

rest of the Reserve is dominated by the very uneven terrain of the Nor’Westers mountain 

range. Slopes in this area are steep and the lowlands are mostly swampy. The area is a vital 

gateway to the north, all of Canada and the American Midwest. Fort William First Nation is 

well positioned to drive diverse First Nation economic development with excellent access to 

regional commercial, transportation, medical, communications and education facilities. 

The Thunder Bay International Airport, the fifth busiest airport in Ontario, is a ten- minute 

drive from Fort William First Nation. The Trans-Canada Highway runs through Thunder Bay 

accommodating a large volume of Trans-Canada traffic. Port facilities on Lake Superior at 

the head of the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Seaway system handle all types of cargoes and 

are served by the Canadian National and Canadian Pacific Railways, and major trucking 

companies. 
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 Economic Development  

Fort William First Nation is committed to continuing robust, respectful and diversified 

growth and development to build capacity, create jobs, strengthen infrastructure and improve 

quality of life.  FWFN’s Five-Year Economic Development Plan 2014-2019, is a multi-

phased project to strategically improve FWFN’s economic stability and future well being by 

building strong partnerships with multiple levels of government and private enterprise.  The 

community maintains a diversified economic development department whose mission is to 

provide programs and services to the FWFN membership that enhances and promotes 

economic opportunities in the region.  Some of the key accomplishments to-date on Fort 

William First Nation Traditional Lands are:  

 FWFN built and leases three office buildings. The main tenant of the largest building 

is Public Works Canada (sub- leased to Indian and Northern Affairs Canada Regional 

Office). The head office of Wasaya Airways, the Royal Bank of Canada and the 

Union of Ontario Indians are in a second building. The third building is leased to 

Dilico Anishinaabek Family Care as its main site. 

 The FWFN Arena’s two rinks and fitness centre are utilized by First Nation and non-

Aboriginal hockey teams. 

 The FWFN Community Centre & Board Room is used for recreation, education and 

training for all ages. There are licensed banquet facilities for 700. 

 In July 1999 through a transfer of title with Canadian National Railway, FWFN 

regained 1,100 acres of industrial land originally expropriated in 1905 by the Grand 

Trunk Pacific Railway.  

 FWFN constructed an $18 million building that was leased to Abitibi Bowater to 

house its $60 million in state-of-the-art sawmill equipment. First Nation members 

were employed during the construction phase and afterwards. About 600 acres of the 

land remains vacant with parcels leased to Canadian National Railways for its tracks 

and a rail/ship (Lake Superior) transfer facility, Coastal Steel Construction Ltd, 

Sterling Pulp Chemicals Ltd, McAsphalt Industries Ltd and a number of other 

corporations. 

 In 2000 FWFN and Resolute Forest Products agreed that it would be mutually 

beneficial to establish a formal relationship that would provide a framework for 

pursuing opportunities in the forest industry.  In April of 2001 a letter of intent was 

signed by both parties to establish principles, a process, and a framework agreement 

of commitments and responsibilities.  Around the same time FWFN approached 

Resolute Forest Products and successfully made the case that the construction of their 

new sawmill (intended to be built on the site of Resolute’s Thunder Bay Pulp and 

Paper Mill) should be built in FWFN’s industrial park.  The sawmill started up in 
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May of 2003 and has operated continuously through the economic downturn.  In 2012 

an $8.2 million-dollar expansion was undertaken to bring the sawmill to a 300 

MMFBM capacity making it the largest sawmill in eastern Canada.  The construction 

of this mill on Reserve lands has provided well-paid, high skill jobs for FWFN 

community members and is contributing to higher traffic levels in the community to 

support community businesses.          

 Fort William First Nation’s Solar Park is one of the first utility-scale solar parks to be 

developed on Indigenous peoples’ lands. In February 2010, FWFN signed an 

agreement with the Canadian company, SkyPower Limited for the development of a 

solar park located on approximately 88 acres of land near the First Nation. Completed 

in 2010, the development hosts an estimated 45,000 solar panels which will generate 

enough clean energy over 20 years to power approximately 17,000 average homes for 

one year. The project contributes significantly to FWFN through the creation of 

hundreds of local jobs and direct and indirect economic benefits. 

 In 2015, a $3 million project for the Mission Road Rehabilitation and Resurfacing 

Project for infrastructure improvements to the road, ditches, culvers and walkways on 

3.1 km of Mission Road from FWFN Arena to City Road was completed. 

 In June 2015, the Fort William First Nation celebrated the grand opening of the 

revitalized Pow Wow Grounds on Anemki Wajiw. The improvements included the 

construction of a Pow Wow Circle, bleachers, an MC stand, Elders area and a 

sheltered area. FWFN’s Joint Venture Partnership firm, Oshki-Aki LP led the 

initiative to manage the concept, design and construction. Oshki-Aki LP was 

established to assist the community of FWFN in building capacity by providing 

engineering services both on and off reserve, and throughout Ontario. 100% of the 

profit from the Joint Venture goes back to the community. Oshki-Aki LP creates 

employment opportunities for community members while also building important 

work and technical skills. 

 10 design build rental homes designated for low-income families who require 

assistance have been built in pre-selected lots on Fort William First Nation. 

Affordable rent will be provided as a temporary transition homes. 

 Eight homes for the FWFN and Oshki- Aski LP partnership for the development of a 

21-unit subdivision on a 4.6 hectares location on Little Lake Road will be completed 

in fall 2016. 

 FWFN has been engaged in preliminary discussions for alternative energy production 

(bio-fuels, hydro, solar, wind) with Thunder Bay Hydro and also with private 

corporations. 
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SUMMARY OF PAST UTILIZATION OF TIMBER RESOURCES  

 

Timber was being harvested in this area nearly two centuries ago because of the location of 

the trading post and the central locale for the fur trade route. The Fort William 

Archaeological Project (1976) found evidence of wood shortage reported in the trading post 

journals in the early 1800s. The project noted: 

 

“It is interesting to note the distance they [cutters] went to obtain sufficient 

supplies for firewood and how severely that resource had been depleted by the 

relatively small population at Fort William. The journals indicate that this was 

also true of cedar and ash – the wood required for canoes and barrels – as well 

as bark and wood for boats.” 

 

For the most part, members of the FWFN have harvested the land which occupies the 

Reserve. Logging records from the band show that, prior to the 1980s, most of the conifer 

softwoods on the Reserve (spruce and pine) had been harvested. Any remaining softwoods 

were cut during the 1980s. 

 

In the 1980s funds were available to carry out timber inventories and forest management 

plans on Reserve lands. In 1983 the FWFN obtained a volume agreement with Great Lakes 

Forest Products to provide poplar to the local mill. By 1985, a Forest Management Plan for 

the period 1983-2003 for the reserve was completed. This Plan recommended control of the 

logging operations and warned that if cutting continued uncontrolled it would result in a 

much-reduced forest crop in the future. However, for the period 1983-89 unregulated logging 

which exceeded the Allowable Annual Cut level set out in the management plan continued 

until the wood supply was depleted.  The 1994-2014 Forest Management Plan had an overall 

objective to begin to restore the forest lands to a healthy state by increasing the diversity of 

tree species, regenerating cut over lands and protecting areas of concern.  This plan showed 

that most mature and commercial stands in the FWFN Reserve had been depleted. Some 

types of forest stands were deemed to be in danger of disappearing (especially white pine and 

white spruce) due to the unregulated harvesting that had taken place. A moratorium on 

commercial logging was established on the Reserve. This ban was believed to provide the 

opportunity to focus on forest stand rehabilitation and give time for forest regulation to be 

put in place. 

 

The FWFN has previously expressed a desire to access their Traditional Lands outside of 

their Reserve.  
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Summary of Past Utilization of Other FOREST Resources  

 

Traditional Trapping & Hunting 

 

The Ojibway people living on the north shore of Lake Superior (ancestors of Fort William 

First Nation people) subsisted by hunting, fishing and gathering. As the fur trade moved into 

the Lake Superior area, they expanded their economic activities to include fishing, hunting 

and trapping for trade purposes.  Fort Kaministiquia (renamed Fort William in 1821) was an 

early trading post built in 1678 and was the headquarters for the French fur trade on the north 

shore of Lake Superior for nearly a century. By the early 19th century, Ojibway hunting 

ranges evolved into well-defined trapping territories. 

 

In 1996, the bulk of trapping took place on the FWFN Reserve although it is believed that 

one member held a trapline off the Reserve.  Traditional hunting areas at that time included 

the islands and bays close to the Reserve. The most popular game sought after was moose. 

There were a few members who hunted moose in the Raith area each fall.  As of 2010 it is 

unknown if FWFN members are registered commercial trapline holders with The Ministry of 

Natural Resource and Forestry (MNRF); several traplines are held by First Nation people 

however MNRF does not require information about which First Nation they belong to. It is 

known that traditional trapping activities are of importance to the community. 

 

Traditional Fishing 

 

As far back as the 1850s, the Fort William Ojibway First Nation obtained much of their 

livelihood from fishing for their own food and for trade. Fish was their staple food and the 

fishery was the centre of social life. Pie Island was one of many islands used by the Fort 

William Ojibway as fishing stations. Their fishing grounds reached as far south as Pigeon 

River and as far north as Shaganash Island. This aquatic territory, including islands and 

mainland points was known as the ‘Grand Fishery’. In the 1850s, the fisheries depended on 

islands because they were used as bases for seine net fishing operations and as places for 

curing and packing salted fish. 

 

Another fishery upon which the Fort William Ojibways depended for their subsistence was 

Dog Lake. Many FWFN members were settled around Dog Lake; which they relied on for 

trapping, hunting and gathering. This settlement survived until the 1930s, when construction 

of a hydro dam forced many of the Ojibways to relocate to Fort William. Around the same 

time, a flu epidemic killed most of the Dog Lake Ojibways; all of which succumbed to the 

epidemic were buried in the land they inhabited. 

 

Important fishing stations were located at the rapids in the Kaministiquia River, where lake 

sturgeon was speared and caught in seine nets. Lake sturgeons were also netted in Sturgeon 

Bay. In winter, burbot were speared through holes in the ice. Lake trout were also speared in 

winter; and set baited lines were used to catch lake trout in winter. Fort William fishing 
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stations included Pattie Island (Pie Island), Welcome Islands, Point Brule (McNab Point), 

Rabbit Island (Hare Island), Sheep Island (Mutton Island), the rapids (Kaministiquia River), 

Big Forks (Mission River), McKellar River, Current River, Grand Portage, Point Au Tonnore 

(Thunder Cape), Black Bay, Sturgeon Bay at least two bays, Shagionas Island (Shagoina 

Island), Grand and Little Shaganash, Porphyry Point and Porphyry Island. Apart from the 

Kaministiquia River, the principal fishing stations where Shaginah and Thunder Point, others 

being at Welcome Islands and Pie Island. 

 

As of 1996, traditional fisheries included the bays and islands of Lake Superior to the east 

and south of the Reserve. Many of the reefs were important fishing waters for species such as 

lake trout and salmon. Pie Island was considered as another important fishery, with walleye 

and pike being the primary species caught. 

 

Commercial Fishing 

 

By 1850, the Fort William Ojibway were engaged in a productive commercial fishery. 

Ojibway fishermen caught fish and traded them with the Hudson Bay Company and 

American fur and fish traders. This commercial fishery has been continuous through the 

years to the present day. 

 

Currently the FWFN holds an active Ontario Commercial Fish Licence on Lake Superior 

from the Kaministiquia River extending out to Pie Island to the US border. The license 

permits members under the license to take and sell specified species of fish in the quantities 

specified in the waters of Lake Superior described as Fisheries Management Zone 4. In 1995, 

it was reported that twelve members using ten vessels filled the licence quota.  Commercial 

fishing by members of FWFN continues today. 

 

Gathering 

 

Around the 1930s, Fort William Ojibways harvested wild rice in Mission Bay at the mouth of 

Whiskey Jack Creek on an annual basis. For reasons unknown, there is no evidence of wild 

rice in Mission Bay at this date or anywhere else in this area. Currently, there is no 

information on the collection of wild rice from the Dog River Matawin Forest. 

 

Fort William First Nation currently has members who do collect medicines and harvest 

blueberries within traditional lands, including the Dog River Matawin Forest.   
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Other 

 

Currently the FWFN, in conjunction with a partner company, are exploring bio-energy and 

bio-oil opportunities with GFI. Further details are not available at this time. In addition, 

dialogue between MNRF and FWFN continues regarding new business opportunities 

associated with utilization of waste wood. No agreements have been reached at this time. 

 

The FWFN has not historically undertaken silviculture contracts for the area forest industries. 

 

 

Forest Management-Related Problems & Issues 

 

During the development of the 1997-2017 FMP, discussions with the FWFN indicted their 

desire to regain productive use of the lands and waters beyond the boundaries of those set 

aside for them as reserves.  In addition, the FWFN believed that they have not succeeded in 

gaining meaningful influence on decisions affecting the management of lands and waters in 

the vicinity of their reserves, on traditional land they have used for generations.   

 

FWFN has indicated that they would like to undertake a comprehensive Cultural Values 

Mapping project to support/aid in values identification/protection during Forest Management 

Planning activities across their traditional land use area.  The Thunder Bay District MNRF 

and Fort William First Nation entered into a service agreement in 2015 to provide financial 

support to this initiative.  Unfortunately, due to staff turnover and other factors, the project 

was not able to be completed.  FWFN has indicated an interest in developing a new Service 

Agreement in the near future and MNRF is supportive of working through the details of such 

an agreement with FWFN.     

 

Report Update and Activities 

In 2017 MNRF and FWFN entered into a new Service Agreement to update the Dog River -

Matawan and Lakehead Forest background information reports.   The purpose of the project 

was to support FWFN to undertake a cultural value mapping project to assist in the 

identification of community values that could be affected by forestry activities.  

 

It should be noted that a collection and mapping exercise had not been completed since 1997 

and as such this project was a learning experience for the community. FWFN will seek 

funding opportunities to complete a detailed Traditional Land Use and Occupancy including 

building GIS mapping capacity directly at the community.    The activities and results of the 

MNRF project is described in the next sections.    
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Collection and Mapping Workshops  

On December 7, 2017 an Information Luncheon was held to inform participants of what the 

survey will entail.  Participants were then given the survey and informed that these would 

used in conjunction with the actual mapping session that would follow at later date.  MNRF 

representatives attended and provided maps of the area that was to be surveyed.  They also 

presented FMP 101 to the group.  

 

Information Luncheon – December 7, 2017 

 

Attendance:  19 

 

Participant Age Group:  15 females  4 males 

 

Elders: 9 Elders over the age of 65  Eldest female 85 Eldest male 77 

 

Survey participants are either life-long FWFN residents or have family ties to the 

community.  The majority were born and raised in FWFN and have deep ancestral roots as 

their mothers, fathers and grandparents are original inhabitants of the FWFN traditional 

territory.   

 

One of the participants shared that the forests are medicines.  The example provided was that 

of the poplar tree and its sap being used for medicines.  It was stated that the forest is alive 

and must be protected as the medicines that live within the trees of these forests.   

 

Participants likened this session to that of a previous mapping exercise and stated that the 

components as such are similar regarding the areas of interest such as camping, fishing, and 

hunting etc., and recognized the relevancy.  One of the questions on the survey asks “Is there 

anything you would like to ask about this interview and project in general?  Do you feel it is 

important and why?  One of the participants stated “it is very important for the future 

generation to know your history and where they came from”.    

 

And another stated similarly as such, “I feel it is very important for our future generations to 

know where they came from and how their ancestors lived”.  One participant wrote “because 

all the kids will hear the stories from a long time ago”.  One more statement from an 

individual stated “to continue to protect the forest”.  One of the interview questions from the 

Personal / Sensitive asked “Do you know of the locations of burial grounds or gravesites in 

the area that need protection from development?  Do you know how these people died and 

when?  The response to this was “No, our original settlement before 1905 when they 

uprooted our ancestors for their own benefit”.  Another responded by stating, “there were 

graves where the Adult Treatment Centre was built.  I don’t know how people died and 

when.  Where the Adult Treatment Centre was it was advised not to build the Treatment 

Centre where it was built”.   
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January 29, 2018 Survey Luncheon – Mapping  

 

Attendance:  17 

 

Participant Age Group:  13 females  4 males 

 

Eldest female 85 Eldest male 77 

 

This session was a review of the surveys that were completed.  Any additional information 

was added.  Maps of the geographical area of Dog Lake and Fort William First Nation 

related to this survey was conducted.  Participants were divided into two groups.  One group 

included in their survey mapping the degrees of area.   

 

The process was slower and some stated that there may not be enough time to do all the 

mapping areas.  One participant commented that a larger map of FWFN should have been 

provided as the one that was being used in this exercise was much too small.  

 

However, participants were engaged in the process of mapping and reminiscing about the 

past, particularly, about the areas that were being mapped.  Comments such as, “remember 

when we used to camp here, we can’t camp there anymore and the water of Loch Lomond 

and how it needs to be protected”.   

 

During the session, the sacred plant sage generated some discussion as it grows within the 

FWFN reserve close to the CNR tracks.  Many participants did not know that sage grew so 

close within their own community. 

 

February 11, 2018 Survey Luncheon – Mapping 

 

Attendance:  14 

 

Participant Age Group:  11 females  3 males 

 

Eldest female 85 Eldest male 77 

 

This was the final mapping session as participants stated that they did not have much 

opportunity to map Dog Lake and area close to Lac Des Mille Lac.  This area was focused on 

as Fort William Reserve was the central point in previous mapping session.   A lot of 

mapping was done in these areas as participants had their codes in hand and completed the 

task.  Even though many of them were not familiar with these areas, they relied on the stories 

they were told about the trap lines, hunting and wildlife from their families.   

 

The few elders in the group knew stories and shared these with all. They knew people who 

lived in Dog Lake and Raith.  They knew about the traplines and hunting that was done long 

ago.  This type of information and stories as such was mapped and shared during all of the 

sessions conducted.  The elders being part of this mapping quest provided valuable 

information.   
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Information Gathering Principles 

The project deployed key principles before and during documentation and mapping activities.   

 

 FWFN must always retain ownership of the information collected. 

 

 FWFN controls how the knowledge and information is shared and to whom it is 

shared with. 

 

Legacy Data 

Legacy Fort William First Nation values information was digitized from a hard copy map 

that was completed in 1998.      

Collection & Mapping Methodology 

Collection involved the interviewing and consultation of Elders and other community 

members over the course of scheduled information workshops which are previously 

described.   

 

The methodology for collection and mapping included a series of tools that are designed to 

assist with the orderly and efficient collection of community values to a uniform standard and 

specification.  The use of a classification and coding scheme for data collection ensures 

information consistency across the project and simplifies data storage, retrieval and 

exchange.  This collection process included three separate tools which work together to 

provide a cohesive methodology for a FWFN’s TK collection project.   

 

1. Land Use Interview Questionnaire; which is a comprehensive series of 

traditional land use and values questions that are utilized to interview 

community Elders and other members.   

2. Value Coding Table; which describes and manages values based on 

classification, entity, code and type fields in a data table. 

 

3. FWFN Cultural Resources File GeoDataBase; a geodatabase was designed to 

match the collection and coding tools and manage the information in ArcGIS 

10.3.  The geodatabase contains three primary dataset types feature classes, 

raster datasets and tables.  
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Dog River Matawin Forest  

Base mapping of the Fort William First Nation traditional use area was compiled and 

provided by the Ministry of Natural Resources, included roads, lakes and streams, 

annotation, trap lines, parks, etc. and provided the best available data to utilize in the project.    

 

Note to consider, participants are either life-long FWFN residents or have family ties to the 

community.  The majority were born and raised in FWFN and have deep ancestral roots as 

their mothers, fathers and grandparents are original inhabitants of the FWFN traditional 

territory.   

 

Participants engaged in conversation during the course of the mapping surveys revolved 

around family history.  Some stated that they did not realize who they were related to and 

also that given this a Genealogy or family tree of the FWFN members should be completed 

in the future so that grandchildren can begin to understand their identity and ancestry.  This 

genealogy map can then be posted publicly for all to view.   

 

As participants continued with their survey a few then went to the maps and began marking 

areas of interest such as camping, fishing, and hunting etc.  The momentum gained through 

this process could not be interrupted as they were further engaging each other and 

information was being communicated.  Their intent was to put information on the map so that 

they would not forget as they began to share their memories.  These are moments not easily 

captured and best to permit them to emerge as opposed to interrupting the process.   

 

The collection and mapping work substantially added information to the FWFN Cultural 

Resources File GeoDataBase.  As would be expected a substantial amount of the information 

collected is centred on the reserve lands.   A digital hard copy map has been provided to the 

MNRF and digital data with a unique identifier and the classification of the site.  An 

overview of the type and extent of information collected is included as the final page of this 

report.  

 

Statement of Principles and Use 

 

“All information displayed whether published or unpublished is and shall remain the sole and 

exclusive property of Fort William First Nation and who alone shall be responsible for 

exercising all rights of ownership over such property. The maps and the information 

represented cannot be copied or distributed without written permission from Fort William 

First Nation Chief and Council.”  
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Overview Map of Extent and Classification of FWFN Information Mapping  


