
  
               

  

 

 

Department:  Lands & Properties Department  Date:     May 6, 2025 
 
Subject:  Bears   Prepared By:  Wyatt Bannon – By-Law Enforcement 
 
 

Community Notice 
 

Just a friendly reminder that it’s bear season once again 
 
BEARS HAVE AN EXCELLENT MEMORY AND WILL RETURN NIGHT AFTER NIGHT TO FEED AS LONG AS THERE IS FOOD.  

 
We are currently taking steps to mitigate bear encounters. However, we are asking for your help with the following: 
 
Garbage to be placed out only on the morning of the scheduled pick up date. Furthermore, in the event that the scheduled 
garbage pickup did not occur, we are asking community members to bring their garbage inside until the next scheduled 
garbage pick up date. BBQ’s be cleaned after each use. Any apples that fall to the ground be cleaned up daily.  
 
We encourage community members to be aware of your surroundings while enjoying the outdoors. We have always and 

will continue to live along side this beautiful majestic creature.  

Here are some safety tips as well as some important information on black bear behaviour.  

It is a good idea to make noise when rounding corners or exiting your residence. Carry a whistle or wear a bear bell. It is 

recommended not to make eye contact; Black Bears will take this as an act of aggression.  

Remember that the presence of a healthy black bear population is an indication that we have a very healthy Eco-system. 

However, the large amount of bear activity is directly related to us humans provided them with a sustained food source 

from our garbage, bird feeders, BBq’s and apples.  

Encountering a Black Bear 

If you encounter a Black Bear it is likely to react in one of four ways. 

1. Fleeing Bear 

In most cases, a bear will hear or smell you before you are aware of it. Even if you surprise a bear, it will most often flee 
the area. Reacting to a fleeing bear... Enjoy the fleeting sight of a wild Black Bear. 

2. Habituated Bear 

Some bears lose their fear of humans from frequent human contact or from being rewarded with human food or garbage. 
These bears may not respond to our attempts to dissuade them and may react defensively. Reacting to an Habituated 
Bear... Stay calm and determine if the bear is aware of you. If the bear is unaware of you, move away quietly. However, if 
the bear is aware of you, talk to the bear in a low tone, wave your arms, back away, and leave the area. Do not turn and 
run. If you are near a building or car, get inside as a precaution. If the bear was attracted to food or garbage, remove it 
after the bear leaves to discourage the bear from returning. 

 

 

 



  
               

  

 

 

3. Defensive Bear 

A defensive bear will respond in a defensive manner if it perceives you as a threat or if it is defending a food source. It 
may use vocalizations such as huffing, blowing air loudly through nostrils, exhaling loudly and "popping" of teeth, and may 
swat the ground with its fore paws, lowering its head, and drawing back the ears. As well, a defensive bear may resort to 
bluff charges. The bear is feeling threatened by your presence and is trying to get you to back off. Reacting to a 
Defensive Bear... Stop and face the bear. If you are with others, stay together and act as a group. Make sure the bear 
has a clear escape route. Slowly back away while watching the bear and wait for it to leave. Use a whistle or airhorn, or 
bear spray if you have them. Do not turn and run - this may trigger a predatory response in the bear. Do not climb a tree 
- bears are excellent climbers. 

4. Predatory Black Bear 

On EXTREMELY RARE occasions, a bear will attack humans with the intent to kill. Predatory bears seldom make huffing 
or "popping" sounds, nor do they swat the ground with their forepaws, or bluff charge as defensive bears sometimes do. 
Instead, they silently stalk, or press closer and closer to their intended prey, apparently assessing whether it is safe to 
attack. Reacting to a Predatory Bear... Leave the area if you can, but never turn and run. If you cannot leave, confront 
the bear. Do everything in your power to make the bear think twice about attacking you. Be aggressive, yell, throw rocks, 
hit the bear with sticks, and use your whistle, air horn, or bear spray if you have them. If a predatory bear does make 
contact with you, do not play dead. Fighting back with everything you have is the best way to persuade a predatory Black 
Bear to halt its attack. 

Emergency situations 

Call 911 or your local police if a bear poses an immediate threat to personal safety and exhibits threatening or 
aggressive behaviour, such as: 

• enters a school yard when school is in session 

• stalks people and lingers at the site 

• enters or tries to enter a residence 

• wanders into a public gathering 

• kills livestock/pets and lingers at the site 

• Police will respond first to an emergency situation, but may request assistance from the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forestry during daylight hours. 

Non-emergency encounters 

Call the toll-free Bear Wise reporting line at 1-866-514-2327 (TTY 705-945-7641 ) 

In addition, call 807 285 9428 and leave a message, -------- if a bear: 

• roams around or checks garbage cans 

• breaks into a shed where garbage or food is stored 

• is in a tree 

• pulls down a bird feeder or knocks over a barbecue 

• moves through a backyard or field but does not linger 

This line operates 24 hours a day, seven days a week, from April 1 to November 30. 
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Fort William First Nation  

Garbage Pick-up Schedule  

  

Monday  
Mountain Road, Chippewa Road, City Road, Anemki Drive, Lynx Court, Fox Court, Wolf Court, Wolf Street, Little Lake 
Crescent  

  

Arena, Community Centre, Office Buildings  

  

Tuesday  
Back Street Road, Mission Road, Squaw Bay Road  

  

Arena, Community Centre, Office Buildings  

  

Wednesday  
Chippewa Trailer Park  
Arena, Community Centre, Office Buildings  
  

Thursday  
Mountain Road, Chippewa Road, City Road, Anemki Drive, Lynx Court,  

Fox Court, Wolf Court, Wolf Street, Little Lake Crescent  
Arena, Community Centre, Office Buildings  
  

Friday  
Back Street Road, Mission Road, Squaw Bay Road  
Arena, Community Centre, Office Buildings  

 

Garbage Pick up is scheduled between 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

**Please be advised that this schedule is subject to change based on holidays and equipment breakdowns**  

                                           
 
Respectfully,  
 
Wyatt Bannon 
By-Law Enforcement / Animal Control / Medical First Response 


