A Significant Cultural Find Made by FWFN’s
Environmental Team

As many of you know, Fort William First Nation’s Economic
Development Unit has an Environmental Team — the Resource
Management Response Unit — which includes an archaeological
component. Faith Johnstone, our Lead Monitor and Field
Technician, has been working this week with project partners at the
Central Avenue Ball Diamonds on Harbour Expressway.

Today, at this site, Faith and
the Northwest Heritage Team
made what is classified as a
significant find — a complete
arrowhead. This is the first
time our team has discovered
a complete arrowhead in four
years of doing this work. (See
the attached photo.)

The fact that this was found in
the heart of “City Central”
speaks volumes about the
importance of the work our
young people are doing to
recover destroyed and lost
cultural heritage.

It also reinforces the need for our Nation to continue working with the
City in exercising our Inherent Treaty Rights — especially in the
recovery of these cultural items.




It is also a reminder of why we must push back against a provincial
government that seeks to limit First Nations’ efforts to recover buried
cultural heritage and the ability of Indigenous communities to
exercise Treaty Rights on the land.

The next step is to have the artifact analyzed and dated. Once
complete, it will be returned to the community for safekeeping.

We are proud to share this exciting discovery with our community,
especially in light of all that has been lost in recent decades, years,
and even weeks.

On a personal note, we are incredibly proud of our young Band
Members — Faith, Emerson, Bobbi Lee, and Keri — who show up each
day to protect, recover, and preserve the environmental and cultural
heritage our community holds dear. Well done!

Miigwetch,
The Economic Development Team




